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Abstract

Indian Writing in English is a distinctive genre which comprises
plenty of themes. Ecofeminism has been always an issue of debate in
it. Particularly, the novels of Kamala Markandaya, Arundhati Roy,
Anita Desai, and Amitav Ghosh have covered broadly the theme of
ecofeminism. Kamala Markandaya’s novels focus on rural substance
covering the vulnerability of the rural India. Human migration,
gender discrimination, women predicament, cultural revolt,
environmental crises etc. are the major themes in her novels.
Arundhati Roy’s novels are also replete with such themes. Her
fictional world exhibits the interior and structural marginalization of
women. Amitav Ghosh’s novels reflect ecofeminism in a very artistic
manner. His The Hungry Tide is a famous novel which has tackled
the issues of ecofeminism. In his Gun Island, Amitav Ghosh has
presented his critical views about the impending need to improve
relationship between the human beings and the natural world. Both
these novels have protective appeal for local traditions. Through the
mouths of his female protagonists like Vandana Shiva, Maria Mies,
and Greta Gaard, Amitav Ghosh has presented his own outlook
regarding the nature and human world. He slightly attacks over the
expansion of industrialization that is swallowing Environmental
phenomenon. The present research paper intends to focus on those
elements of Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide and Gun Island
exhibiting the themes of ecofeminism in rural as well as in urban
areas.
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The concept of ecofeminism concerns with a critical framework that reveals the
linkage of women’s oppression and the nature’s exploitation. The former is
exploited under the clutches of patriarchal system of society and the latter under
the clutches of industrialization, privatization and globalization. Both, women and
nature are being suppressed and oppressed merely for quenching the thirst and
hunger of wealth in capitalists. In the race of so-called progress, the capitalists
have lost their sense of sensibility. They are seen ignoring the human values. By
hook and by crook, they want to earn money sacrificing the happiness of women
and the world of nature; plants, trees, natural resources of water etc. Amitav
Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide (2016), and Gun Island (2019) are concentrated on this
burning issue of ecofeminism. In The Hungry Tide, Piyali (Piya) and Nilima Bose
are two female protagonists who are seen coming forward to shape the social and
ecological landscape of the Sundarbans. Piyali (Piya) tries to break the boundary
of language that is hinderance between man and man. She goes to the tide country
for her research work on Orccaella Breviostris (Irrawaddy Dolphins) Piyali is an
American Nurtured Indian cetologist (Marine Mammal Biologist) of Bengali
background. She has been shown working for bridging language ditches, and
safety related protective things. Nilima, another female protagonist in the same
novel moves from Calcutta to the Island of Lusibari.

As being a pragmatic social reformer, Nilima Bose makes a local women
union, runs a hospital and leads an expedition to protect women’s rights and
environmental existence. Kusum, another important woman character in The
Hungry Tide who fights for her survival against the patriarchal social system.
Indeed, this is a tragic figure in the novel that attracts the mind of the readers
towards the woman predicament prevailed everywhere in the world. On the other
hand, in Gun Island, Amitav Ghosh has revealed ecofeminism by focussing on
the destruction of natural environment and historic operation of women. This
novel has revealed a number of historical points that tell us the tragic tales of
women; particularly the women of India. The Snake Goddess Manasa Devi has
been shown who is a deity. She represents feminine power. She is a symbolical
character. She fights against the man’s greed that is the root cause of human
downfall. This novel has shown us how the patriarchal and capitalist system has

bought devastation in the world and society.
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Amitav Ghosh’s above both the novels are the gateway to understand the
ecofeminism in detail. The main motif of this research paper is to highlight those
elements that are responsible for the devastation of women’s life and
environment. Amitav Ghosh plays a vital role in such issues related with
ecofeminism. As being a diasporic novelist, he has roamed in human societies
equally in home and abroad. He has grasped the nerves of women’s plight and the
devastation of nature and natural objects. In order to bring the contribution of
Amitav Ghosh in the notice of readers, researchers and laymen, this research
paper has been prepared. Amitav Ghosh’s novels are replete with ecofeminism
but this thing is not known to all, so the hypothesis of this research is to explore
the things related with ecofeminism reflected in Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry
Tide and Gun Island. Both these novels are useful and advantageous to the
present generation; particularly associated with research in literature. Unlike the
earlier novels, these novels are informative so it is expected that the students,
researchers and common readers would go through these novels’ study deeply.

In this research, the analytical and descriptive research methodology has
been used. The researcher has deeply gone through the both selected novels,
consulted with the research papers written by others and the critical books have
been consulted. Online websites have been sought to download some necessary
study material. The entire study material has been studied and analysed deeply
and minutely. “Ecofeminism sheds light on how literature can function as a tool
for resistance, encouraging readers to rethink human-nature relationship in the
face of climate change and socio-political inequalities. Ecofeminist literature
remains a crucial means of fostering awareness and inspiring sustainable,
inclusive futures even in an era of growing ecological crises.” (Kumar, Senthil)

Despite the lack of a common language, Piya builds a strong bond with
Fokir, the local Dalit fisherman who takes her around the Sundarbans looking for
dolphins and finally dies while protecting her. This leads her to forming a family
of sorts with Fokir’s wife Monya and his son Tipu. Despite her efforts, this family
is as unsuccessful as her parents had been, with America being equally confusing
to Tipu as it had been to her mother. While Tipu finds his own way in life by
overcoming the difficulties of his own migration journey to Italy, Piya does not
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eventually find the promise of emotional fulfilment through her budding
relationship with Deen at the end of Gun Island.

In The Hungry Tide, Amitav Ghosh has exhibited the scientific versus
cultural issues together. The blending of the both the things is so artistic that it
seems that they have natural relations. Piya, the protagonist has been shown
viewing the dolphins hopefully being fit in greed to captivate it. There is a set
goal of her. She looks at it with the ecological sight. On the other hand, the local
islands have been shown through folklores. Seeing them as the parts of the
folklores, Amitav Ghosh has expressed the artistic idea. In this respect, it is said:

The Megha had been on the water for some three hours when Piya heard

the engine skip a beat. She was still ‘on effort” on the upper deck, but

there had been no sightings since that one Gangetic dolphin earlier in the
day, and this had only sharpened her eagerness to get to the Orcaella’s
pool: a breakdown now, when they were so close, would be a real setback.

Without interrupting her vigil, she tuned her ears to the engine, listening

keenly. To her relief, the machine quickly resumed its noisy rhythm. (The

Hunger Tide- 271)

Amitav Ghosh has portrayed the relations between home and abroad. When he
discusses the issues of Kolkata and West Indies, he reveals that he is a diasporic
novelist, replete with the feelings of Indianness. As far as the issues of the
western countries is concerned, he speaks much more about West Indies. He
writes:

Now, our Kolkata may not be as romantic a place as the West Indies, but

for the cultivation of Piddington fell in love with storms. Out there, of

course, they call them hurricanes and Piddington-Shaheb’s love for them
knew no limits. He loved them not in the way you might love the
mountains or the stars: for him they were like books or music and he felt
for them the same affection a devote might feel for his favourite authors
or musicians. He loved them so much that he invented a new word to
describe them: ‘cyclone’. (The Hunger Tide-285)

It means that Amitav Ghosh has presented the scenes of India and the foreign

country to reveal the things what the things are running between both. This thing

indicates that the theme of ecology is replete in this novel. As a diasporic writer,
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he has left no stone untouched to reveal. Here, he has revealed the things related
Piya, the protagonist; actually, the female protagonist of the novel. He writes:
Piya shook her head as if to wake herself from a nightmare: the scene was
so incomprehensible and yet so vivid that it was only now she understood
that it was the incapacitated animal that was being attacked with the
sharpened staves. She was still absorbing this when the tiger gave voice,
for the first time. Instantly, the people around the pen dropped their staves
and scattered, shielding their faces as if from the force of a detonation; the
sound was so powerful that Piya could feel it through the soles of her bare
feet, as it echoed through the ground. For a moment nobody moved, and
then, as it became clear the tiger was still trapped and helpless, the men
snatched up their staves and attacked with redoubled fury. (The Hunger
Tide-293)
Piya as being a biologist proves the two things that are- the female is not less than
the male in the matter of valour and wisdom. She is an intellectual fellow
indulged with the field of research on wild-life conservation. Her task is so risky.
As a heroine, she is ready to face any kind of challenges in her path during her
field work. On the other hand, Amitav Ghosh has focused on the stream of
feminism stressing over the fact that some women prefer to protest against their
exploitation whereas some prefer to work, work, and work surpassing all the
boundaries in the competition with men and the wild animals are not our enemies.
Piya as a biologist and affectionate towards the wild-life is quite cordial towards
the animals. As being an American intellect and researcher, she is keenly
dedicated towards her job honestly even knowing that she is working on wild-life
at the top risk. On the contrary, he is a victim of gender discrimination. She
writes: “At the root of ecofeminism is the understanding that the many systems of
oppression are mutually reinforcing. Building on the socialist feminist insight that
racism, and sexism are interconnected, ecofeminists recognized additional
similarities between those forms of human oppression and the oppressive
structures of speciesism and naturism. An early impetus for the ecofeminist
movement was the realization that the liberation of women -the aim of all
branches of feminism -cannot be fully affected without the liberation of nature.”
(Gaard, “Toward a Queer Ecofeminism” 114)
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Amitav Ghosh has revel ed the impact of climate change on human beings. When
the climate change takes place, the entire gentry is affected. The worse
impressions are apparently visible in the public domain. Speaking about the
global warming and the global changes, the novelist has shown us that the natural
phenomenon take place naturally. They cannot be prevented but what happens
within the human society is so vulnerable. Due to the climate change and natural
calamities, the life of the million people is affected. Particularly, the life of
women is badly affected. They sacrifice their own lives protecting their husbands
and children.

Amitav Ghosh’s Gun Island (2019) has beautifully interwoven the themes
of ecosystem and feminism. This novel intricates the life of women and the life of
nature. On the one hand the narrative is concerned with the Gun Island, the
imaginary place, replete with the beauty of nature, and on the other hand, on the
same beautiful place the most beautiful creation of the nature (woman, the human
being0 is exploited in the numerous ways. In this novel, Gun Island, Manasa Devi
is an ecofeminist symbol. She is a Goddess worshiped by the men. There is a
cordial relation between human beings and the supernatural bodies. Such type of
the blending of human beings and the supernatural bodies is quite remarkable.

Women and non-Human agency have been portrayed by the novelist. In
this respect, Amitav Ghosh has touched the things of William Shakespeare. As
being a diasporic novelist, he has known completely that the supernatural things
or elements are not left by the writers of foreign countries. He himself used them
in his novels. However, the days have gone when the readers used to believe in
each and every thing he listened. Women were marginalized but now she is
struggling. She is ready to face any kind of challenge. Gun Island is not merely a
novel of passing the time. This is an informative novel having the mirrors of
modern patriarchal society. Let us see:

Aila ‘s long term consequences were even more devastating than those of

earlier cyclones. Hundreds of miles of embankment had been swept away

and the sea had invaded places where it had never entered before; vast
tracts of once fertile land had been swamped by salt water, rendering them
uncultivable for a generation, if not forever. The evacuations too had

produced effects that no one could have foretold. Having once been
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uprooted from their villages many evacuees had decided not to return,
knowing that their lives, always hard, would be even more precarious
now. Communities had been destroyed and families dispersed. (Gun
Island- 48)
Here, the life and struggles of female protagonist, Ailia has been depicted in
which she as the victim of the natural calamity faces unbearable challenges for
her survival. His predicament is so high that it cannot be defined in words. In the
storm, thunder and flood time, like the other habitats, Ailia’s habitat was also at
the high risk. There was no probability of the survival she does not lose her
courage and the will of living. Even the high risk of survival possesses the valour
and wisdom. Amitav Ghosh, through this female character, has revealed an
example of the heroic women of the contemporary India. Senthil writes:
Ghosh tries to react Modern Venice through the eyes of the Merchant. In
the picture of 17" century Venice, the death toll increases because of the
epidemic of plague in 1629 unfolds. The plague begins to recede only
after the miraculous intervention of the Blessed Virgin. Cinta cleverly
equates the Black Madonna with the A-Sa-Sa- ra-me, the Greek Minon
goddess of Snakes similar to the Myth of Manasa Devi. (Senthil)
If we make a comparison between both these novels, it is to say that The Hungry
Tide reveals Microcosmic and localized description of ecosystem; its emerging
scenario whereas Gun Island reveals Macrocosmic and translational phenomenon.
In The Hungry Tide, the novelist has portrayed regional characters, confined up to
Sundarbans, a particular place in order to exhibit the happenings in the life of Bon
Bibi and Shah Jungoli who have been shown as the pioneers of Hindu- Muslim
unity. They are symbols of representatives of moral boosters. In Gun Island, the
novelist has invoked the merchant- folk tale of Bonduki Sadagar who is a Gun
merchant, and the snake Goddess, Manasa. In this way, the novelist has blended
many things concerning regions and the world-scenario. As a conclusion, it can
be said that Amitav Ghosh is a versatile genius. He has blended ecology and
feminism together in both these novels discussed above. As being the part and
parcel of the Indian society, he has portrayed the things minutely whether they are
connected with the ecosystem or feminism. His tone is satirical when he criticises

Indian ways of life. Attacking over the gender-discrimination, he has revealed a
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number of the things. He has always favoured Indian society. As being a
dysphoric novelist, he has visited many countries so on the basis of the foreign
experiences, he gets success in this concern. He proves himself to be the real
lover of nature and human beings. In order to establish pious relations between
nature and man, there have been raised a number of the things that were
sometimes ago were treated as the shame. He openly discusses on the sex, love

and other type of the changes taking place in home and abroad.
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