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Research Article  Abstract  

 

This research explores the multidimensional impact of colonialism as 

portrayed in two important postcolonial novels such as A Passage to 

India and Things Fall Apart. It examines both Indian and African 

experiences and reveals how colonial power not only invades 

territories but also reshapes cultural practices, fractured identities, 

and institutionalizes inequality. The research highlights how colonial 

forces disrupts indigenous traditions, creates identity struggles, and 

producing enduring psychological and social conflicts. Through a 

comparative analysis, the study identifies both parallels and 

contrasts in colonial experiences across different regions. E.M. 

Forster portrays colonial tension through interpersonal conflicts and 

racial barriers, while Chinua Achebe highlights the forceful 

destruction of traditional African societies. By applying postcolonial 

theoretical views, the research argues that colonialism remains a 

powerful influence on identity and hierarchical structures rather 

than merely a closed historical chapter. It provides deeper insight 

into how literature portrays the dynamics of resistance and 

transformation in colonized communities. 
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As a global phenomenon, colonialism has fundamentally altered social structures, 

cultures, and identities worldwide. The consequences of colonialism are not 

limited to the material, and political sphere but have also profoundly influenced 

value systems, social relations, and cultural identities. Literature uncovers the 

tensions surrounding power structures and identity in colonial societies. This 

comparative approach is adopted in this study to analyze the effects of 

colonialism in two significant works such as Achebe’s Things Fall Apart and E. 

M. Forster’s A Passage to India. Despite their different cultural contexts and 

narrative standpoints, both novels offer significant insights into the nature of 

colonialism. Set in pre-colonial and early colonial Nigeria, Achebe’s novel offers 

the perspective of the colonized and highlights the impact of British colonial rule. 

In contrast, Forster’s novel examines the tension between the British and the 

Indians. These texts provide valuable scope for comparison because they embody 

two distant viewpoints such as the colonized subjects and the colonizer.   

 Things Fall Apart foregrounds the social and cultural fabric of Igbo 

society before colonization and underscores the serve disruptions caused by 

colonial forces. A Passage to India, on the other hand, examines the alienation 

between the British and Indian’s, highlighting the impossibility of genuine human 

connection within unequal power relations. In these novels, the impact of colonial 

rule is reflected in various dimensions including cultural breakdown, crisis of 

identity, social disruption, racial tension, and emotional alienation. Each work 

reveals how colonial dominance disrupts existing systems of belief and 

indigenous systems of governance, producing conflict and imbalance. By 

analyzing these aspects side by side, the research seeks to uncover the ways in 

which different narratives reflect and critique colonial dominance.  

 Although colonial and postcolonial literature have been widely studied, 

there remains a need for comparative studies that explore how colonial impact 

represented across texts from diverse perspectives. The majority of research 

focuses on colonial experience from a single perspective rather than providing an 

integrated analysis of both viewpoints. As a result, it leaves a gap in the 

understanding of colonial experiences as represented by different authors.  

The central objectives of this study include: 

http://www.literaryherm.org/


Maragadhashrruthi, M.                                               www.literaryherm.org  

 

29 | P a g e  Volume 6 Issue 2 Monsoon Edition 2026 ISSN 2583-1674 
 

1. To examine how colonial experiences are represented in Things Fall Apart 

and A Passage to India. 

2. To analyze how colonial rule impacts cultural, social, and traditional 

frameworks. 

3. To compare the representation of colonizer and colonized relationships. 

4. To assess how colonial ideologies are questioned or upheld in the narratives. 

5. To investigate how the authors, employ literary strategies to represent colonial 

experience. 

This research is framed by a series of questions focusing on the 

representation of colonialism in the selected novels. It examines how colonial 

influence is represented and its consequences for cultural identity and social 

harmony. It highlights variations in narrative perspectives and ideological 

positions. Furthermore, it evaluates how power relations contribute to shaping 

relationships within colonial contexts.  

 The research is significant in several key aspects. First, it contributes to 

the field of postcolonial literary studies by offering a balanced analysis of both 

colonizer and colonized narratives. By bringing the two novels together, the 

research reveals the complexity and multifaceted nature of colonialism. 

Furthermore, it contributes to understanding the role of literature as a space for 

resistance and critique. Forster’s work critiques the ethical inconsistencies of 

empire which being written from within a colonial context. Achebe’s work 

challenges imperial misinterpretations by highlighting authentic indigenous 

voices. Together, the novels reveal the complexities and a nuanced understanding 

of colonial experience. The findings of the research contribute to a broader 

understanding issues related to wider social concerns. It fosters critical reading of 

canonical literature and highlights different narrative viewpoints on colonialism. 

Finally, it offers a clear analytical framework through a structured comparative 

approach that is applicable to various texts and diverse contexts.   

The subject of colonial representation in literature has produced important 

critical discourse in postcolonial studies. Researchers have considered how 

colonial authority impacts cultural identity, social dynamics, and literary 

representation. A comparative reading of these novels draws upon a wide range of 

critical perspectives and theoretical approaches that address power relations, 
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identity, hybridity, and resistance. A foundational contribution to postcolonial 

theory comes from Edward Said’s Orientalism, which explores how the West 

defines the East in ways that support imperial power. Said argues that colonial 

narratives create stereotypical portrayals that reinforce western authority. 

“Knowledge of the Orient creates the Orient.” (Said 40) By constructing the East 

through colonial discourse, Said argues that colonial discourse transforms the East 

into a constructed “Other”, enabling the continuation of imperial authority. Said’s 

theory is particularly relevant to A Passage to India, which presents a complex 

mix of critique and complicity. While Forster attempts to challenge colonial 

views, his work retains traces of Orientalist assumptions. Drawing on Said’s 

work, Homi K. Bhabha introduces key concepts such as hybridity, mimicry, and 

the Third Space to interpret colonial cultural exchanges: 

It is that Third Space, through unrepresentable in itself, which constitutes 

the discursive conditions of enunciation that ensure that the meaning that 

the meaning and symbols of culture have no primordial unity or fixity; 

even the same signs can be appropriated, translated, rehistoricized, and 

read anew. (Bhabha 37) 

Homi k. Bhabha’s Third Space concept enables the emergence of hybrid cultural 

identities rather than presenting fixed cultural divisions. Bhabha emphasizes that 

colonial relationships produce hybrid identities that challenge fixed cultural 

boundaries. This theoretical perspective is especially useful in analyzing both 

novels, where characters negotiate shifting cultural identities. In Achebe’s novel, 

colonial forces create cultural tensions and identity disruption. Another influential 

theorist, Frantz Fanon, discusses the psychological and emotional consequences 

of colonial domination, “Colonialism is not satisfied merely holding a people in 

its grip and emptying the native’s brain of all form and content. By a kind of 

perverted logic, it turns to the past of the oppressed people, and distorts, 

disfigures, and destroy it” (Fanon 149). Fanon’s theory illuminates the cultural 

fragmentation presented in Things Fall Apart, particularly its erosion of 

indigenous institutions and shared cultural identity. 

 In Black Skin, White Masks and The Wretched of the Earth, Fanon 

explores how colonialism shape identity struggles and self-alienation. 

“Colonialism is not satisfied merely with holding a people in its grip.” (Fanon 2) 
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According to Fanon, colonialism functions by altering the values, beliefs, and 

self-perceptions of the colonized populations. Fanon’s ideas are reflected in 

Achebe’s depiction of a destabilized culture in Things Fall Apart. His work also 

highlights the subtle emotional strain in cross-cultural interactions. Both novels 

foreground cultural conflict and have received significant attention from critics. It 

is widely observed that colonialism disrupts traditional ways of life, creating 

tension between indigenous traditions and western values. In Things Fall Apart, 

the narrative highlights the cultural tensions reflected in the clash between 

traditional Igbo practices and colonial religion. In A Passage to India, the 

narrative highlights the difficulty of making meaningful connections across 

cultural boundaries. Overall, the literature reviewed highlights the wide-ranging 

impact of colonialism on society, identity, and the human psyche. The theoretical 

contributions of scholars such as Edward Said, Homi K. Bhabha, and Frantz 

Fanon provide essential tools for understanding these colonial complexities. 

Critical discussions on Chinua Achebe and E.M. Forster highlight the differences 

and unique in their portrayal of colonial experience. This literature review 

establishes a foundation for exploring both commonalities and contrasts in the 

portrayal of colonial themes.  

This study employs a qualitative and comparative research design to 

explore the representation of colonialism in the selected texts. A qualitative 

approach is appropriate as the research emphasizes the interpretation of themes, 

symbols, characterization, and narrative techniques rather than statistical data. 

The comparative framework provides a clear structure for detailed comparison of 

how both novels represent colonial authority and identity. By examining the texts 

together, the research uncovers varied representations of both the colonized and 

the colonizer perspectives.  

 The study adopts a textual and interpretative method of analysis based on 

a close examination of the selected texts. The study examines key themes, 

including colonial control, resistance, cultural change, and identity crisis. It 

interprets the roles of key figures through context, symbolism, and linguistic 

style. It analyzes how colonial ideologies are both reinforced and resisted. The 

approach prioritizes critical analysis over the simple narration of events. The 

primary sources for this research are Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe and A 
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Passage to India by E. M. Forster. These texts provide contrasting perspectives 

on colonialism, one from the perspective of the colonized and the other from 

within the colonial framework.  

The research incorporates a wide range of secondary sources to reinforce 

and strengthen its analysis. The sources include books and critical essays on 

postcolonial theory, along with academic journals discussing the works of Chinua 

Achebe and E. M. Forster. Significant theoretical works such as Orientalism by 

Edward Said and The Wretched of the Earth by Frantz Fanon serve as an essential 

part of the critical foundation for this research. These materials provide an 

analytical framework for examining colonial discourse and its effects. This 

research is grounded in postcolonial theory, which focuses on the consequences 

of colonialism across various dimensions. It incorporates major theories that aid 

in analyzing the complexities of colonial narratives and their influence on 

identity. Ashcroft, Griffiths, and Tiffin observe: 

Post-colonial literature are all the literatures of countries affected by the 

imperial process from the moment of colonization to the present day 

because there is a continuity of preoccupation throughout the historical 

process initiated by European imperial aggression. (Ashcroft et al. 2) 

This definition provides a strong foundation for the comparative approach 

adopted in the study because both novels examine the consequences of 

colonialism by reflecting diverse historical and cultural contexts.  Edward Said’s 

theory of Orientalism reveals the construction of the East as the “Other” in 

Western discourse. In addition, Homi K. Bhabha introduces hybridity and the 

Third space to illustrate cultural interaction. “Every empire tells itself that it is 

unlike all other empires.” (Said 10) This statement reveals how the colonial 

expansion was sustained through claims of moral superiority and civilizing 

authority. Moreover, Fanon emphasizes the psychological consequences of 

colonial domination. Together, these theories support a detailed analytical lens for 

understanding of colonial themes.  

 In the selected works, colonialism is portrayed as a destructive influence 

that erodes traditional cultures and imposes upon them. In Things Fall Apart, 

Achebe writes: “He has put a Knife on the things that held us together and we 

have fallen apart” (Achebe 175), highlights the fragmentation of traditional social 
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structures under colonial influence. The “knife” image signifies the forceful entry 

of foreign systems that divide social bonds. Traditional institutions gradually 

decline in significance with the dominant of colonial structures. The effect of 

colonialism is both political and cultural, and they dismantle shared identities. 

 In A Passage to India, cultural disruption is less direct but equally 

powerful. British rule imposed rigid hierarchies that reshared cultural illustrate. 

The lack of understanding between the groups reflects a deeper underlying 

cultural divide reinforced by colonial authority. Fanon’s theory corresponds to 

this idea by claiming that colonialism replaces indigenous culture and imposes 

new values. Fanon emphasizes how colonial rule dominates local structures to 

maintain authority. Both works illustrate how colonial narrative construct a sense 

of “otherness,” reinforcing racial hierarchies and legitimizing imperial 

domination. Forster illustrates this view through the statement of the British 

character: “They all become exactly the same, not worse not better. I give my 

Englishman two years… and he’ll be like one of us” (Forster 51), remarks the 

tendency of colonial officials to homogenize and dismissive identity of Indian. 

The colonized are viewed as indistinguishable and inferior, lacking of 

individuality and being less complex. These attitudes make mutual understanding 

impossible.  

In contrast, Achebe challenges this construction by portraying Igbo 

society in a detailed manner. He highlights the characters with depth and dignity, 

directly countering colonial stereotypes. “Achebe restores African history through 

narrative.” (Gikandi 24) Gikandi observed that Achebe’s work redefines African 

history by reclaiming African history through indigenous perspectives. He argues 

that the role of representation is crucial in sustaining colonial dominance. 

Forster’s novels expose colonial attitudes, whereas Achebe directly rejects them 

through representation.  Colonial hierarchies generate barriers that obstruct 

meaningful connections and foster division. At the end of A Passage to India, 

Aziz states: “No, not yet…No, not there” (Forster 306), represents the difficulty 

of forming a genuine relationship within a colonial context. Despite personal 

goodwill, systemic inequality and racial divisions make meaningful connections 

unattainable. In Thing Fall Apart the colonial intervention leads to division 

caused by the influence of colonial systems. The theory “Orientalism” illustrates 
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how representation reinforces divisions between the “self” and the “other”. Both 

novels demonstrate that the failure of connection in relationships reflects this deep 

division. “Identity belongs to the future as much as to the past.” (Hall 225) Hall 

demonstrates that how colonial experiences reshapes cultural identities, 

complicating relationships between colonizer and colonized. 

 Resistance in both novels is marked by tragedy, emphasizing the 

overwhelming colonial power. In Things Fall Apart, Okonkwo’s suicide 

represents his inability to accept colonial transformation. Okonkwo’s death 

represents the failure of resistance against colonial forces. The tragedy symbolizes 

the larger collapse of Igbo society. “Achebe’s fiction affirms the integrity of 

African culture” (Irele 69). Irele explains that Achebe’s novel challenges colonial 

misrepresentations by emphasizing the resilience of Igbo society. In A Passage to 

India resistance is reflected in psychological rather than direct forms. Fanon 

suggests that resistance is an inevitable response to colonial oppression but often 

tragic. In The Wretched of the Earth, Fanon ideas highlight the tragedy 

consequences of colonial oppression. This comparative study of Things Fall 

Apart and A Passage to India shows that colonialism is a multidimensional 

phenomenon that reshapes identities, cultures, and human relationships. Achebe 

presents an internal perspective that highlights the loss of culture and resistance, 

while Forster presents a critical view of the emotional and moral failure of 

colonialism. Through postcolonial theories of Edward Said and Frantz Fanon, the 

novels reveal the mechanisms of power and the formation of identity. Ultimately, 

both novels demonstrate the enduring legacy of colonialism and its challenges. 

This research set out to examine the colonial impact through a comparative study 

of Things Fall Apart and A Passage to India. The comparative approach enables 

the research to uncover the impact of colonialism on identity and society. 

Drawing on postcolonial theorists, the study reveals the complex effects of 

colonial disruption.  

 The analysis shows the dual role of colonialism, namely disruptions and 

transformation. In Things Fall Apart, Achebe represents colonialism as a direct 

interference that fragments cultural systems and social unity. The narrative 

highlights the vitality of Igbo traditions and the devastation caused by colonial 

forces. In contrast, A Passage to India depicts colonialism as a subtle yet 
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pervasive system influencing both social interactions and emotional realities. The 

research demonstrates that colonialism shape identity conflicts and limits 

authentic human interactions. Resistance appears in both texts but in contrasting 

forms, with Achebe presenting tragedy and Forster focusing on psychological 

resistance. 

 The findings of the study advance a deeper understanding of colonialism 

as a dynamic and layered phenomenon. The comparison of both texts 

demonstrates how different viewpoints shape literary representation. The 

contrasting viewpoints of Achebe’s insider voice and Forster’s outsider 

perspective offer different views of colonial dynamics. The research also 

emphasizes the significance of postcolonial theory, especially the theories of Said 

and Fanon. Beyond literary analysis, the findings remain applicable to current 

debates about cultural conflict and identity crises. Despite its strengths, the study 

has certain limitations. Examining only two novels restricts a broader 

understanding of colonial experience. The research relies mainly on textual 

analysis, with minimal inclusion of interdisciplinary methods. Further research 

may include texts from varied geographical contexts to offer a better 

understanding of colonial impact across cultures. Scholars can explore 

colonialism through class-based frameworks. Integrating literary studies with 

other disciplines enriches the holistic interpretation of colonial contexts. 

Incorporating additional theoretical approaches can further explore issues of 

identity, and cultural exchange. Overall, the research draws attention to the 

multifaceted ways in which colonialism impacts individual experiences and 

societies. The novels Things Fall Apart and A Passage to India reveal the impact 

of colonialism beyond history and into contemporary realities.  
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