
 

The SPL Journal of Literary Hermeneutics 
A Biannual International Journal of Independent Critical Thinking 

Double-blind Peer-reviewed and Open Access Journal in English 

 
     Vol. 4 Issue 1 Winter Edition 2024 e-ISSN 2583-1674 Page no. 296-303 

www.literaryhrm.org 

www.cavemarkpublications.com 
 

 Navigating the Labyrinth of National Integration in Indian 

Higher Education
 

 

                   Bhanu Bhasker Prajapati      
 

            ORCID https://orcid.org/0009-0001-1003-9086 

Corresponding Author: Bhanu Bhasker Prajapati, Assistant Professor of English, Mahatma 

Gandhi Memorial College, Sambhal, bhanubhu111@gmail.com  

 
 

Research Article  
 

Abstract  
 

Aims: National integration in Indian higher education is both complex and 

crucial due to country’s cultural, religious, linguistic, regional, and social 

diversity. The study explores how institutions can promote unity while respecting 

differences. It aims to build a generation of youth who support inclusive nation-

building and resist divisive forces. The objectives include teaching national 

history and civic values encouraging exchanges between institutions, and using 

inclusive teaching methods. The research studies policies, campus life, and 

extracurricular that shape students’ sense of unity.  

Methodology and Approaches: The study employs close reading of primary 

text, articles, research papers, critical books, and web sources. It also utilises 

critical and comparative methods for analysing different policies and 

paradigms. 

Outcomes: This research Paper highlights the indispensable yet complex role of 

Indian higher education institutions (HEIs) in promoting national integration. It 

identifies persistent challenges- including regionalism, linguistic divides, caste-

based inequities, politicization of campuses, and curricular gaps, which hinder 

the cultivation of a cohesive and vibrant national identity.  

Conclusion: The findings suggest that achieving meaningful national 

integration requires a multifaceted strategy: fostering inclusive campus 

environments, revising curricula to emphasize constitutional and civic values, 

encouraging inter-regional student mobility, promoting constructive political 

engagement, and leveraging digital technologies. Ultimately, the paper 

concludes that higher education in India must move beyond tokenistic 

representations of diversity toward genuinely integrating pluralism as a core 

educational and civic value. 
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India, with its 1.4 billion citizens, represents an extraordinary tapestry of cultures, 

languages, religions, and ethnicities. Achieving national integration—building a 

sense of unity while preserving diversity—has been a continuous and complex 

goal since independence. Higher education institutions (HEIs) are pivotal in this 

endeavour, serving not just as centres of learning but also as spaces where diverse 

young minds converge and confluence. The higher education institutions have 

been the centres of burgeoning ideology and the tendency for further career is 

strengthened sharply. The fact is that institutions prepare and provide platform 

which decide not only the direction of a country but the condition of it also. 

However, fostering national integration in higher education is far from 

straightforward. A lot of intricacies come in the way when some forerunners 

begin the work of strengthening country socially, culturally, religiously, 

politically and other parameters. Historical legacies, structural inequalities, 

linguistic diversities, and socio-political tensions make the journey challenging. 

This paper explores how Indian HEIs can navigate these complexities to fulfil 

their role as drivers of national harmony.  

          The vision of education as a unifying force in India dates back to the 

colonial period and the freedom struggle. Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. 

Ambedkar, Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya, Rabindranath Tagore, and Jawaharlal 

Nehru emphasized the importance of education in nurturing a shared national 

consciousness. Gandhi’s views on the education emphasised self-reliance, moral 

development, and the integration of practical skills with learning. He stated these 

things in his concept of Nai Talim (Basic Education). While he was sceptical of 

Western-style higher education institutions that prioritised degrees over character, 

he supported institutions like Jamia Millia Islamia for their nationalist and 

inclusive ethos. Gandhi was a patron Jamia Millia Islamia, founded by 

nationalists including Maulana Azad. In a corresponding letter to Hakim Ajmal 

Khan(1920), he wrote: “Jamia Millia Islamia’s is an institution that embodies the 

spirit of unity and self-reliance, free from British control, and I urge all Indians to 

support it.” (Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. 18). Gandhi Ji foresaw 

Jamia Millia Islamia as a model for higher education that promoted Hindu-

http://www.literaryherm.org/


Prajapati, B. B. 2024                                                   www.literaryherm.org 

 

 
 

298 | P a g e  Volume 4 Issue 1 Winter Edition 2024 ISSN 2583-1674 

 

Muslim unity and nationalist ideals, aligning with his vision of swaraj. B. R. 

Ambedkar’s perspective toward higher education remained as an instrument for 

social justice, particularly for uplifting marginalized communities like the 

Scheduled castes. He founded the People’s Education Society to establish 

colleges for the underprivileged and emphasized rational, scientific education. He 

delivered a powerful speech regarding the education as empowerment (Speech at 

the All-India Depressed Classes Conference, 1942): 

My final words of advice to you are educate, agitate, and organize; have 

faith in yourself. With justice on our side, I do not see how we can lose 

our battle. The battle to me is a matter of joy…. For ours is a battle not for 

wealth or for power. It is a battle for freedom. It is a battle for the 

reclamation of human personality. (Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: Writings 

and Speeches, Vol. 1) 

Jawahar Lal Nehru envisioned higher education institutions as the engines of 

scientific progress, modernisation, and national development. His establishment 

of the Indian Institutes of Technology and his speeches mirror this futuristic 

vision. He delivered a speech at Allahabad University, 1947: “A university stands 

for humanism, for tolerance, for reason, for the adventure of ideas and for the 

search for truth. It stands for the onward march of the human race towards even 

higher objectives”. (Selected Works of Jawahar Lal Nehru, Second Series, Vol. 2)  

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad became the first Education Minister (1947-

1958) and he laid down the foundation for modern higher education in India, 

establishing institutions like the University Grants Commission and IITs. He 

focused on universal access to education and cultural integration. He delivered a 

powerful speech in Parliament in 1948 in respect of this: “We must not for instant 

forget, it is a birth right of every individual to receive at least the basic education 

without which he cannot fully discharge his duties as a citizen”. But he also 

extended this vision to higher education by supporting institutions like Jamia 

Millia Islamia and the UGC to regulate and fund universities. He delivered a 

speech at Jamia, 1947 that focuses on the national integration ethos: “Jamia Millia 

Islamia is a living symbol of composite culture and intellectual freedom. It must 
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remain a beacon for higher education that unites all cummunities.” (Maulana Abul 

Kalam Azad: Selected Speeches and Writings) 

Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya founded Banaras Hindu University (BHU) in 

1916. He had vast vision and this is why in the fulfilment of this vision he 

transferred the location from Allahabad to Banaras for the cause of land 

availability. BHU became the centre for blending traditional Indian knowledge 

with modern education including the western perspective of learning science and 

technology. Mahamana advocated the higher institutions for the established 

platform for generating the feelings of patriotism and social responsibility. He 

spoke clearly this point in his speech at Indian National Congress, 1909: 

“Education is the foundation of national progress. We need institutions that teach 

our youth to love their country and work for its upliftment.” (Malaviya’s Speeches 

and Writings, BHU Archives) 

The development of work-related intercultural skills is an important 

function of Higher Education Institutions, but, we believe more importantly, they 

are also about enhancing social justice through greater knowledge. They 

understand and respect for similarities and differences between people with 

different backgrounds, experience and cultures, and treating them all as equally 

important. In other words, there is a moral as well as a practical purpose to 

education. Post-independence, several key initiatives reinforced this belief of 

national integration. Some of the initiatives are given below: (A) The University 

Education Commission (1948–49), led by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, stressed 

cultivating democratic values and common citizenship. (B) The National Policies 

on Education (1968, 1986, and 2020) repeatedly highlighted education’s role in 

fostering national integration (Ministry of Education).  

The National Policy on Education 1968, formed under the government 

period of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and based on the recommendations of the 

Kothari Commission (1964-66), marked a significant step toward modernizing 

Indira’s education system with an eye on national integration. Equal education 

opportunities and three language formula was path breakings. Through this the 

literacy rate of the country went up and people began to be connected to the 
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mainstream of the society. National Policy on Education, 1986 (including 1992 

Modifications) focus on equity and social integration. Yet, balancing regional 

identities and fostering a pan-Indian consciousness has remained a persistent 

challenge. The people of India are still facing this continuously though the 

intensity of it may differ. There are several challenges on the way of National 

Integration which can be breakdown and stated as the follows, Regionalism and 

Linguistic Diversity are features of Indian sub-continent and India's federal 

structure ensures strong regional identities, often reflected in state universities. 

While preserving local culture is essential, it can alienate students from different 

linguistic or cultural backgrounds, fostering an "us vs. them" mentality. 

Language, in particular, presents a paradox: Vernacular languages democratize 

education. English serves as a unifying medium but often symbolizes elitism and 

exclusion. 

        Socio-Economic and Caste Inequities are rampant and sometimes boasted 

publicly. India's entrenched caste system and economic disparities profoundly 

impact educational access and experience. Reservation policies aim to rectify 

historical injustices, but sometimes create new divisions on campuses. Students 

from marginalized backgrounds often face subtle discrimination, while others 

view affirmative action with resentment (Bourdieu 247).Thus, universities can 

become microcosms of societal divisions instead of spaces for bridging 

differences. 

        Politicization of Campuses is being done on the cost of free and all-

embracing thinking and ideas. Historically, Indian campuses have been vibrant 

political spaces, from the freedom movement to modern activism. However, 

excessive partisan politics can polarize, students along ideological, religious, or 

regional lines. Key tensions revolve around debates on nationalism, secularism, 

minority rights, and freedom of expression, often turning adversarial rather than 

fostering healthy dialogue. 

Curriculum Gaps are being seen and sometimes some chapters promoting 

unity in diversity are intentionally deleted in the name of lessening the weight of 

students’ bags. Many curricula lack a conscious focus on national integration: 
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Humanities subjects may reinforce biases if not taught sensitively. Professional 

courses often neglect civic education altogether. Textbooks sometimes offer 

homogenized histories that ignore India's diverse realities, missing an opportunity 

to instil constitutional values and critical empathy (Kymlicka 5). 

Institutional Efforts and Success Stories should be talk of mass media be 

broadcast and aired on different channels. Because these mass media have 

become, at present time, the most efficient way of spreading the information. But 

they don’t bother to listen to it. Despite challenges, several promising initiatives 

highlight possibilities for integration: Central Universities and National Institutes 

like Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Jamia 

Miliya Islamiya (JMI), Aligarh Muslim University (AMU), IITs, and IIMs draw 

students from across India, fostering cross-cultural interactions that build broader 

identities. 

          Student Exchange Programs like ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ encourage 

students to experience different languages, traditions, and cultures, promoting 

mutual understanding (Government of India). Curriculum Reforms like 

New/National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes: Multidisciplinary 

learning, Value-based education,Courses on ethics and constitutional values 

(Ministry of Education). These reforms aim to nurture civic consciousness 

alongside professional competence. Community Engagement programs are going 

on. Some universities integrate community service and rural immersion programs, 

pushing students to engage with different socio-economic realities and fostering a 

sense of shared responsibility. Pathways Forward: Reimagining Higher Education 

for National Integration. A lot of steps can be taken in the direction of cultivating 

National Integration like promoting inclusive campuses; institutions must 

proactively create welcoming environments, accessible infrastructure, anti-

discrimination policies, language support centres, mentorship programs for 

disadvantaged groups, and Intercultural festivals celebrating diversity. 

       There is need of fundamental revamping of curriculum design encompassing 

religious, regional, cultural, secular, environmental stewardship, constitutional 

morality, and social justice. Encourage critical thinking and dialogic learning. 

http://www.literaryherm.org/


Prajapati, B. B. 2024                                                   www.literaryherm.org 

 

 
 

302 | P a g e  Volume 4 Issue 1 Winter Edition 2024 ISSN 2583-1674 

 

Introduce students to regional literatures, indigenous knowledge systems, and 

contemporary social movements. 

Encouraging inter-regional mobility can be a major instrument in the 

direction of inculcating inclusiveness of people of different regions. Facilitating 

students’ movement across states, scholarships and relaxed domicile norms can 

enhance cultural understanding. Mobility incentives can be created through 

establishing regional study centres within universities. 

Balancing politics and citizenship are the steps for moving towards 

national integration. Political engagement should be channelled constructively 

like leadership training, conflict resolution workshops, structured debate 

platforms promoting respectful dialogue. Leveraging technology for integration 

like digital platforms can bridge regional divides, nationwide online courses, 

virtual cultural exchange programs, SWAYAM platform connect students from 

diverse geographies. Navigating the labyrinth of national integration in Indian 

higher education is a challenging yet crucial task. True integration demands 

dynamic, inclusive, and critically self-aware approaches that celebrate rather than 

suppress diversity. Higher education must weave India’s myriad voices into a 

symphony of shared civic identity. Through institutional commitment, curricular 

reforms, community engagement, and cross-cultural interactions, India can realize 

the dream of unity in diversity—turning its vast pluralism from a challenge into 

its greatest strength. 
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